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The Value of Tresldent Wilson's
Abllity to Ch:nge His Mind.

There Is nothing more fascinating,
there (s little that is more instructive
than the study of the Intimate work-
fngs of A mind like Woobrow Wir-
pox's. The materinl is fortunately
ample. Bo considerable is the volume
of his writings nnd speeches, uttered
both before he hecame President and
sloce that event. and so remarkable
Is his gift of clenr expression that
we are to-day in possession of a pan-
dect not only of hiz philosophy of
Jeadership but also of the psychology
of his purposes and methols, His
mental processes have heen described
by nobody with more frankness than
by himself. After he has been dead
a2 thousand yvears any Intelligent his-
torian will he able to reconstruct from
the printed record a living llkeness.
Js moral and intellectual autobi-
egraphy s already written. Few of
the grent statesmen of the period
bave done the job as completely as
Bbe has done It.

The flexibility of opinion which is
eharacteristic of President WiLsox—
as it was of THoMas JerreErsoN and
Brxaamy DisrAELt and many other
statesmen and publicists of the past—

“is something which be has candidly

and even proudly recognized In his
estimntes of himself. Over and over
again he has cnlled the attention of
his fellow cltizens to this guality of
the Instrument with which he is do-
ing his work for the country and the
world. It has been with him a favor-
ifte theme of semi-serious, seml-hu-
morous comfession In the addreases
in which he has endeavored to estaly-
Ugh the relationship of homely hu-
mau sympathy with auditors und ad-
mirera naturally inclined to look up-
wurd in econtemplating him, rather
than across to him on u level line,

Twu or three examples: “The man
who cannot change his mind,” said
Mr. Winsox to the New York commis-
glon merchants about two months af-
ter his first electlon to the Presldency,
*“the man who cannot change his mind
gives evidence of profound Ignorance,”
Again: “If your mimd doesn't change
when the world changes you are no
‘lomger in harmony with the world.”
Again: "I am willing to leave things

{alone If you will gunrantee that I can
' go to bed and find them the same in
the morning.” Agaln, to an applaud-
| Ing nudience the President said: “The
iminute 1 stop changing my mind ns
President with the change of all the
clrcumstances in the world I will be
i & back number.”

,  But Mr. WiLsos has goope even fur-
i ther than this in explalning the phi-
tlasophy of the usefuluess, the practi-
cal necessity of changes of mimnd to
correspondd with changes In the sirun-
lllon with which the mind ix dealing.
{His view of the interpretative fune-
tiou of political leadership has been
{expressed In many such passages as
ithis: “The engineer of human affalry
.and .fortunes I8 the sympathetic In-
\terpreter of existlug nfairs and for-
tunes.,” And this: "“The business of
every leader of government is to hear
what the natlon Is saying nmd to
{know what the nation I enduring.”
The thought behind these apothegms
obviously Is thnt chunges of mind re-
garding policy or administrative con-
duct muy properly be Induced not
;merely by personnl observation of the
changing fucts concerned, Lut also ns
the result of observation and inter-
pretation of changing sentiment In
the mnation. “There could be no
pounder theory of representative lead-
ership than this.

There may be a time when a change
of mind about the competenty of indi.
vidunls selected by himself for the
service of the country In time of war
will be the highest of patrioti¢ du-
ties: and when o PPresident’s abilhy
to change his mind for the sake of
success will be one of the most valu-
able of his qualificatious for supreme
comuwand,

Germany's Warning to Neytrals.

The Hrate Department at Washing-
ton lutely recelved from EBpnln a pub-
Meation setring forth the secomplish-
menis of the Germun army, It Is
printed In 8panlkh and 1t was widely
distributed In Bpnin by German prop-
agandists,  The intention evidently
Was that the Latin Amerlean coun-
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tries should also profit by the infor-
mation which It contnined and would
accept It, In that spirit of Hunnish
_ | kindliness with which It was pube
lished, as “a most umeful warning to
peutral countr

The information is glven with such
a thorough regerd for detalls as to
make it n most complete exposaition
of the pllinging of Belgium. Besldes
various other art treasures, private
and public galleries ylelded old paint-
lnp valued at $600,000. The num-
ber of embrolderies and women's
handkerchiefs taken Is 153812; o!
high grade watches, 147; average
watches, 5,016, and umbrellas and
parasols, 3,705. A painstaking tabu-
Iation that {s a monument to Prussian-
efficiency! The Belglans must have
been careful with theig sliver spoons,
for in the bag of loot there were only
1,870. The yleld In champaAgne Was
better, 528,000 bottles.

On account of the “treachery of
Cardinal Mzsciezs and other priests
who did thelr utmost to stir up the
people against the German soldiera”
Germany wwmm forced to destroy four
cathedrals and twenty-seven churches,
besides rendering unserviceable forty-
two other religious bulldings. Com-
paring this estimate with the estl-
mate made by impartial investigators
from neutral natlons at the time of
the Belgian Invasion the Germans
undersiute thelr accomplishment.

‘The amount exacted from “rich In-
dividuals and wealthy citles” in pun-
Islunents, security, reprisals and In
forced contributions is placed at 120,
071,850 pesetas, or approximately
$26,000,000. In this amount, how-
ever, should be counted $3,000 in fines
Imposed updn Alsatinn children for
insisting upon speaking the French
langunge. The remainder was the
price that the Belginn people pald
for their “stupld stubbornness in con-
tinuing the struggle after bloody and
final defeat on the battlefield.”

Let Spain take warning! And all
other neutrals, “if there are any still
thinking of siding with the Allles, lot
them tuke warning from the fate of
the others.” Could anything be more
noble and chivalrous in & nation than
this net of warning? The accompany-
Ing record of sordid exactlons and
petty thefts are mere Incldents of
war as Germany understands it. Giv-
ing warning is o benevolence prac-
tised by German diplomacy. Dld not
Beaxstors¥ warn Amerlcans ngainst
sulling on the Lusitanla? The trou-
blé was that the “blidsinnige Yan-
kees" did not appreciate it. And there
may still be other “blidsinnige” neu-
trals left in the world.

The Entrance of Women Upon Dis-
trict Politics.

The outstanding difference between
the Hepublican women Assembly dis-
trict leaders and the women members
of the executive committee of Tam-
many Hall appears to be thut while
the Republican county commlittee
saw fit o reward suffrage workers
with lemderships Mr. MugpHY'Ss or-
ganization teok no particular cog-
nlzance of the soldiers In the battle
for woman's politicul freedom. We
tlo not s=uy that the coleaders of
Fourteenth sireet were not In favor
of equal suffrage, but only that they
were not prominent In the struggle
for it. Tammany was lukewnrm 10-
ward votes for women, but too wise
to move, openly or secretly, agninst
It. On this Istand suffrage had 15.000
more friends than Mr. Hyvax had,
a% the returns of the last election
clearly showed,

The Republican coleaders, or many
of them, have had valuable political
experience in their work for suffruge.
The Tammuny coleaders, on the other
hawd, appear also to be practleal
women, many of them the wivgs of
men active in district pollties, It s
evident that they were chosén not
because of any identifieation with the
cause of- suffroge but becaguse the
men leaders of the districts believed
them to be the most useful women
the organization could have—uot In
the conuclls of Fourteenth Street, for
Mr. Muneny s autodidactie, but In
the districts, It is there that Tuam-
many wins its battles., To lgnore the
power of the disiriet leaders hus been
A common mistuke of Tammany's op-
ponents: 1o appoint them to office the
commonest mistuke of Tummany It-
self, ‘I'he mule district leader, with
all his faults, has beeu n power on
one day In November because lhe
worked ut his job the 364 other days.
Dir. CHALES A, Deanp, who hus made
w study of practical polltics ns pro-
fessor of politics in Columbia Unlver-
sity nnd ax director of the Burenu of
Munlelpal Research, sald last Wednes-
day at the city vonference of chnrities
und eorrection; -

“In New York city Tammuany Hall Is
our greatest soelal service agency and
It holds its power becaure it understands
sympathetically the needs and trials of
Lhe masses.

“Tanunikny's  district  leaders visit
those who are (1l and In prison. Indeed.
||m; help to keep out of prison many
who have cominitted trivial offences, and
1 would rather take the word of & dis-
trict leader as to a minor offender than
that of a probation ofMcer. They ask
no questions and glve out no pink and
green cards, A district leader's hours
are not from 10 tu 4, but continuous.”

‘I'hnt is why ‘Tammany Hall Inter-
mittently gets Into ofMice, Professor
Beanp did not mhil the ressons, as
another speaker remurked, why Tam-
many gets out. ‘They are too obvious
to negrl relation,  The point that Pro-
fessor DBreanp evidently wished to
mnke was that Tummany does well n
grent number of human and merito-
rious things that mnke its people for-
get Ita bluck enormities,

The nddition of women lenders Is
not going to weaken Tammany Hall;
fuite the opposite, ~J§ Is the very
sympathy of women with the beneve:

$

lent side of Tammany that has made
the organization powerful. When
Tammany has been defeated at the
polls it usually has been after the
revelations of Its other and darker
side have sickened the women.

What lesson, If any, do the women
leaders of the Republican party—the
dominant party of the State and the
party of fualon In the clty—need to
take from what Is well known about
Tammany's way of winning? We as-
sume that the suffragists who have
entered the councils of Republicaniam
will have po delusions, as the men
leaders sometimea have displayed,
sbout the Importance of district ac-
tivities. Tammany Hall has found
victory in personal attention to the
Individual's peeds, in impressing upon
the voter and his family that the or-
ganization leader was thelr friend,
errand boy and banker. The secret
of the district leader's success s
work. Aoy party of men and women
that would be willing to work as hard
as Tammany worke—in office or out
—and that would be honest omce It
got in office—that party would put
Tammany Hall aside forever.

Republicans everywhere seem eager
to welcome woman and her pelitical

strength. The chalrman of the Re-)

publican Natlonal Committes, M.
Wi, H. Havs, wisely concludes that
in each State the men and women
must decide the best programme for
mutunl success; and he adds:

"Everything should be cenired upon
the advancement of the Government by
the bettering of the lawa and principles
under which we live"

All very well, but in this town the
wise politliclan will consider not only
the betterment of laws and principles
but the condition of the Levinsky
child that has the measles, the scar-
clty of coal In the Kelly cellar und
the burning desire of JiMMY SMITH to
be taken to a plcenle

A Good Police Foree en View.

As = spectacle the police parade Is
alnways interesting, and :nterdu
display suffered in no way In com-
parison with thoee of former years,
The men made thelr customary good
appearauce, thelr welcome was enthu-
slastic, as it should have been, and
the unshaken confidence of New York
in the guardians of its domestic peace
wns demonstrated In the usual man-
ner. It Is diffieuit to say which is
more impressive, the desire of the
public to have a trustworthy, honor-
able force, or the evident ambition of
the men In the force to gratify that
desire. Only the Injection of politics
from above can thwart the city’s ob-
vious cagerness in this matter, and
that disaster must be averted.

Under new and trying conditions
the pollce have made an excellent rec-
ord since Europe went to war. and,
more strikingly, since the United
States entered the struggle. Delicate

roblems involving the repression of
rnrlnl passions, the munintenanee of
order In trying situations, the folling
of enemy plots, have been solved, and
confidentinl inquiries of supreme na-
tionnl Importance liave been con-
ducted. The capacity of the New
York pollce Lins been proved by the
drafis that have been made on it by
the Government, whichh las taken
some of Its most expert members
without, however, serfously impairing
its abillty to meet the emergeucies
that it fuces dalily,

Not only Is the nnnunl parade In-
{eresting ns a spectacle; It =erves n
useful and instractive purpose, To it
nre recorded the warious advances
made in police administration from
year to yeur. Motor vehicles have
replaced those drnwn by horses: the
Improved discipline is shown In a bet-
ter ordered column; this year a num-
ber of police women and nuxilinries
had places in the line. The clty Is
read! to experiment, to try novelties,
o nssume responsibility for innova-
tions, in the hope that they may le
productive of good., It Is Tue Sva's
opinion that the women In the depart-
ment will eventunliy prove highly
useful. They will find thelr sphere
and fill it, Increasing our comfort and
safety measurably. The ereation of a
volunteer force of men to cooperate
with the regulur police has already
Justified lizelf.  Nuturally, such ex-
periments Involve mistakes, but these
have Leen comparntively few,

We are proud of the police, aml
their record shows that our pride is
well based.

More Latin Ameriran States In the
War.

Germany professes (o Lreal the en-
tennee of Nlearagua futo (the war
with vontempt.  This small Centeal
Ameriean country, (the twentleth na-
tlon to allgn itself an aun active foe
of the Centenl Powers, issued iis
declaration of hostilities n few days
ufter Guatemaln had aonounced n
similor uction.

 German,

cerity. It ls gratifying to the United
States that they mccepted on thelr
owa volitlon ths stand taken by this
country. It is an Indlcation of the
increasing solidarity of the nations of
the Western World.

QGermany is not In pdsition to treat
with contempt any nation that joins
the ranks of her enemies, whether the
ald it can furnish be in armies or in
sympathy. It would be better that
she should recognise steadily
growing hostllity to her ruthless
methods and militaristic ambitions, a
hostility that will eventually make
necessary the alignment against her
of the free peoples of the world In
ardent sympathy If not In fact.

Bannwart’s Buit Against the Ath-
letie Benotor From Massachusetts.

We should like to know the history
of the amusing legal action begun by
one Arexawpsm BawRwarr, recently
of Dorchester, Mass., and now appar-
ently of Boston, who seeks to recover
$20,000 damages from the senlor Sen-
ator from Massachusetis on account
of an assault alleged to have been
commitied on him by Senator Looce
on Aprfl 2, 1917.

The facts of the ailtercation are
fresh In mind. Basswast, a gradu-
ate of Princeton and a former base-
hall player, is n native of Switzer-
land, born of Swiss (German parents.
He wanr one of n number of pacifisis
who invaded Washington on the
date mentloned to Influence Congress
against recognizing the state of war
Germany had thrust upon the United
States. With others he got to Sena-
tor Lovax's office. According to Sen-
utor Looce and his colleague, Senator
Weexs, Baxnwart not only called
AMr. Lopar a “damned coward" but
made an effort to strike him,

If Baxxwart tried to hit the Sen-
ator the blow did not land. Mr.
Lovoe countered with the obvlous re-
mark that BAxxwaxr was n liar, and
floored him with a punch to the jaw
highly creditable to a gentieman 87
vears old, who had receatly recovered
from a severe iliness. BANNWART
was subsequently locked up, balled,
arralgned In court and discharged on
Senator Longe's refusal lo prosecute
him and his own statement that he
had been converted from pacifism by
the President's nddress. Subsequently
Baxswart was reported as enlisting
in the army or the pavy or the ma-
rines, aud those who chose to think
about him at all concluded that Sen-
ator Looce had knocked some sense
Into him.

In consequence of this record it
will be fnteresting to learn more of
the geneahl of the Im\'nuu

Meanwhile, how 18 the production of
firplanes coming on?

The cathedral which possesses the
finest Gothic nave in existence mo far
has escaped serious damage. bul any
moment may se¢ (rreparable injury done
it. as projectiles continue to fall all
around 1. —The news from Amiens

What do Hun knaves care for
Gothic naves?

The riveters are giving the statisti-
clans a lot of trouble. The knights of
the tme-ummlc hammer break a record
every day, and the registcars of their
prowesa don't get & chance to rest
thelr fountain perw. Greet Foreman
Jark CoxLy of the Bethlehem Ship-
building Corporation’s Harlan plant,
who drove 3,085 rivets !n nine lLours.
He belongs in the honorable company
of those who waste no time minding
other people’s business, but does his
own job as v\el‘l as he can,

Russlan pennntn lt in explained. will
only accept American notes in pafment
for their produce —Central News,

1= this “the {lliterate Russian pea-
rant™?

Editor N. A. Moganzer calls to our
attention the facl that his paper Al
Hoda, printed in this city in Arabic,
has been called antl-Al's and pro-
He gays that subscribers in
Abyasin.a, - Australia and Togoland,
Africa, have been deprived of the deliv-
eryv of their paper.  Mr. MoOKARZIEL sayvs
that he was twice condemned to death
by the Turkish Government on ac-
count of his outspoken denunclation
of its uncivilized practices and that it
would be Impossible for him to support
a cause which he abhors as he does
the Turko-Teutonic cause. The rea-
sun that his paper was barred from
dellvery, he belleves, |s thut in the
same wrappers were found coples of
Tanine and other Turkish news-
papers, This he conniders a cunning-
Iy deviged scheme of German and
Turkish officlals to defeat “the exposi-
tion through Al Hoda of their perfidy
and treachery among the Arable
epeaking people.” Mr. MoKARZEL suys
lie has suffered Anancial loss, but that
is not the chief consideration. He
as¥a that he shall be vindicated in
his good character, “so that there
ghall be blotted forever from my name
the stigma of being a pro-Turk or a

pro-German, while 1 am every doy
Ly the written and spoken word
sparving that class no form of con-

demnution.”

Genera]l Cangy promoled (oo his acls
in Pleardy. —Newspaper Acadiine.

It was Cager who scratched to-
gether a force and stayed the Germun

Accorling to Germnn expressions | pdvance when Gouvaw’s army retired;
the declapations of both these states | and among his Improvised fAghters

were due to pressure bronght to bear
upon them by the United States, I
thie Berlin Government renlly helleves
thils, it Is becouse this Is the method
it would have pursued under the
same clreumstances.  German pgen-
cles have been particulavly active
in both Nlearngua and Guatemnla.
Wealthy ‘Teutons, owners of plantn-
tlons and forest righis, or represen-
tatives of Germnu and Austrinn con-
cerns, have ever since the beginning
of the war striven either to foree
these two stiates to ald the Centrnl
Powers or to secure thelr favorable
neutrality,

The United States made no effort
through politienl or economie pres.
sure to bring elther Nicaragua or
Guntemala over to an active sup-
port of the Allled couse. That they
withstood the insldlous Germun prop-
nganda Is an evidence of thelr sin-
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were many Americans, including those
astunishing engineers who build rail-
ronde a&ll Jday and fght battles ail
night, Thus his promotion has =&
deep Interest for us, aside from that
which attaches to every honor won
on the batilefeld

This is Mother's Day; an excellent
day, as evervbody who (s worthy of
a mother will acknowledge.

An (hrark Weoerm Turms.

Liberiy correapondence Repers Democraf.

Editing couniry Hema lo o pleasing Lual-
ness M you can siand It 1 we write
whnt pleases people—that Iv our duty and
we deserve no credit, 1f wa wrlte what
digpleases—we ure & grouch. If we write
up the news as It actually ls—psople call
us over ths phone and tell us to cut It
out. Yes, indeed, writing Items 1g & pleas-
ing hullll'.—wo -lh. it

m lhl-lo Is Uwn,
From the @ireen Oounly Obsreryer.
We hasve had no birtha, no dea.hs er
sudden weddings the lsal week, nor any
unbecoming divorces.

m SUN, SUNDAY,

MAY 12, 1918,

NOTHER'S DAY.

This & a Chanee to Chesr Some Bel-
dier’s Best and Oldest O4ri.

To s Eorron or Tus Buw—Bir:
Mother's Day this year assumes greater
significance and importance than it has
in any year since Il founding ten years
ago by M¥s Anna Jarvis of Philadel-
phia. ‘Those who have besn separated
from their homes by the exigencies of
war realize now as never befors that
the loving care of thelr mothers s
somathing to be desired and cherished.
How many of them wish now that they
could have the consolation and the re-
amsuring words of their mothers before
going Into batile!

Wa who have mnot been meparated
from our homes are fertunats in having
the opportunity of spending Mother's
Day with our mothers. Because of this
fact we should not let the day pass
without ahewing In some way the grati-
tude which we owe them. Neither should
we forget thoss who have gone to the
front for the great cause and lest the
opportunity of being In direct touch
with their mothera At least we can
offer cur prayers; soms of us may be
in & position to chesr and consola the
mothers of the boys "over there.” Lat
us deo it and make th!s Mother's Day a
happy one for as many mothers as we
can. GRATEFUL.

New York, May 11.

THE JPI"S FATE.

Now hlhillln !lcl Noeded to Court-
martial Him.

To THE Eorror or Tus Bun—8ir: A
misapprehsnaion, for which the law ad-
visers of Lhe Government are presum-
ably responnible, underiies the FPresi-
dent’'s letter to Senator Overman on the
court-martial bill. 1In this country, ever
since 1863, all sples are legally and prop-
erly triable by court-martial.

The Articiea of War In Article 82
say: “Any person who In time of war
shall be found lurking or acting as a 8py
in or sbout mny of ths fortifications
posts, quariers or encampments of any
of the armies of the U'nited States or
elsewhers shall be tried by a general
oourt-martial or by a military commise
sion, and shall, en convictlon thereof,
suffer death.”

Article b of the navy says: "All per-
sons who, In time of war, or of rebellion
against the supreme authority of the
United States, come or ars found in the
capacity of sples, or who bring or de.
liver any wseducing letter or .message
from an enemy or rebel, or endeavor
to corrupt any person in the navy to
betray his trust, shall suffer death or
such other punishment &8 & COUrL-mars
tinl may adjudge”

Articles of War, Article 31, say, "Who-
aoever knowingly harbors or protects
or holds correspondance with or gives
Intelligence to the enemy, either directly
or indirectly, shall suffer death, or sguch
other punishment aa & court-martial or

military commission may direct.” (4
U. 8 Complled Btatutes (1918) 2308a,
and 2086)

It is also but & truism to point out
that during a national war with any
first class Power the Federal Constitu-
tion does not work to the bencfit of the
public enemy, of sples or of enemy sym-
pathizers, whether native or foreign.

The case of Vallandigham (15683),
tried by court-martial, is in point. The
action of Governor Peabody (1004) in
Colorado In the Moyer case is also in
point; the Bouth African cuse (1815)
likewise, an al2o the cases there in 1901
of Marals and In 1304 of Reenen. The

‘Gendin case (1514) In New Zealand and

of Wallach (1914) in Australia and the
East India case of Bedreechund In 1518
are also pertinent examples.

The point which was decided In the
Milligan case was that In 1564-63 there
was no wsiatute authorizing the trial of
traitors or seditionista by court-martial.
No constitutional gquestion was either
involved or Jecided.

Why is it that at every ifurn the ad.
visers and assistanta of the President
exert thelr influenve to minimize Instead
of to expand the powers of the Governs
ment to protect the country? Timidity
and irresolution appear to be present on
every occasion on which a courageous
resolution would aid effective war and
an eariy victory,

HeNgY A, Fonsven,

Member American Defence SBociety

New Yonk, May 11,

The War In lnfene of Clvllization.

To THR EpiTor of THE BUN—S8ir: The
rame, “The War for World Democracy.,”
suggested by “"Nomenciature” as ay im-
provement on my suggestion, “The War
in Defence of Civilization,” Is nor an
amendment, but & rejection and substitu-
tion. The difference |a essential und
fundamental.

In his phrase the !mplication Is of
aggression; In mine, of resistance to
law-defiant aggression His |s offensive,
mine in defensive.

“*The War In Defen : of Civiligation”
places the burden fairly upon German
barbarism. To quallfy It even so far an
to label civilization mne “'democratic”
iThe War in Defence of Democratic
Civilizsation) detracts from ils eiinple
forcefultess, Such qualifeation is &
concesslon to the outlaw Power

The civilized Powers undertosk the
war as on nggressive defdnce against
the reverters (o sivagery, the aposiies
and disciples of MIght posing as Right,
the plotters against the peace of man-
kind, "The War in Defence of Civiliza-
tlon"—there i= a sting in that for the
pariah Power!

I do not believe the vear 1819 will
begln before we shall bLe joyously able
to eall ¥ The Hundred Per Cept. Buc-
ceasful War in Defence of Civillzation.

4 Enwaan N, TEaLL,

I'minceron, N J, May 10

The kparian Mothers,
The molthers of the rrowded (ownas,
The mothers of the farms,
They =it alone with patient sies
And empiy loving arms
The boys they used to rock to »leep
In hasie have buckied on
The stern accouirements of war,
And with thelr bleanings gone.

To one her son will come
A beardsd soldier baold,
Upon his breast perhups &
Uf shining bronze or gold

And one il hear a hating slep
Uncertalnly advance,

And And her Joy in leading him
Who left nin eyes in France

Wgain,

Cruss

But one wl!! never pes har haj
Uninich the gate agpin

And tread the garden path beiwesn
The I'ace wal with rain

His plcture framed In glit balow
The flag upnan the wall,

A letter, or u hattersrd aword,
Or miedal will be all.

The Bpartan mothers-—nst a one

heo glorisus hour

Her darling marched away (s broak
The Kalser's evil power.

*Would that I had,” they proudly ery,
“Another san (o give,

That generations yet unbarn
In eafety may live"

Mixxa lnving.
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THI ALLIES’ ITM!‘IGY.

A Comferting Interpretation of the

German Bpring ONensive,

To run Exyron oF Tus Bun—8ir: As
the latest German offensive on the west-

ern front seemingly Is nearing ite end

in & substantial defeat of the enemy's
purposs, speculation regarding the true
significance of the recent events perhaps
may be permissible. 'Will you not allew
me, therefore, to offer an Interpretation
of them quite widely at varlance with

the common understanding?

We know that thare was held at Paris

some months ago an allied conference
of the utmost myportance, at which the
best of military counssl was avallable,
and we were led to believe that perfect
accord was reached In a comprehensive
plan of subsequent action. Bince that
time the unification of command of the
armiss on the western battls line lLas
been accomplished by the appointment
of Gensral Fech, Presumably, there-
fére, the recent conduct of the war must
repramnt on the of tha Allles their
daliberats Intent In the expected event
of a German attaok.

What have we witnessed? Appar-
ently a desperate struggle of the French
and British merely to save themselves
from Immediste and wserious defeat.
Driven from plilar te post, the fragile
line of their defence has sesmad week
after wesk on the point of diaruption,
and day after day we have dreaded the
pews that the line had broken, that the
Germans wers swesping victoriously
upon Paris, and that the British were
about to be driven to the sea. Noth-
(% sould have seamad laas like an sffec-
tive execution of well conceived plans
for erushing the German power, And
yet, knowing that this offensive was
anticipated, we must Infer that suppos-
edly adequate preparation was made to
meet it, and that what has occurred
represents In some manner the best solu-
tion of the general problem of the war of
which the allied leaders are capable,

Let us examine the eclrcumatances,
Last summer the allied armies ware
able at all times falrly to drown the
German forces beneath a superior ahell
fire. During the preceding season of
1918 their resources Iin guns and am-
munition had come to equal those of the
Germans, and throughout 1817 contin-
ued to increase by leaps and bounds.
All through the Jatter year It appeared
that the Allieg were competent at’ will
to overcome the enemy’'s resistance In
any chosen district, and the extent of
their drives scemed to be limited only
by the excessive labor required to ad.
vance thelr military estabiishment over
larger areas of occupled territory.

Since that time Germany has aug-
mented her man power alons the west-
ern front, but not, as we upderatand, in
overwhslming numbers. In other re-
pources the German gain |s supposed not
to have been conalderable. The produc-
tiona of the Allies, however, have been
Increased very largely, and their former
superiority in guns and smmunition
must be assumed to have becoms even
greater than it was. Thus, In spite of
appenrances along the buttie froet, there
can be no doubt that as u whole the al-

lled advantage In destructive strength
is more pronounced now than it hus
Leen at any time in the past,

In thess ¢ircumstances, while the

Germatis have thrown division aiter di-
vislon lgto the present drive, calling
upon thelr reserves repeatediy, und, ss
reported, to the Incluslon of practically
all their available forces, we have heen
Iinformed from beginning to ent that
the allied reseries have been kept
largely !‘nactive If the facts may be
acvepled as stated, substantially the
utmoat possible concentration of attack
has bLieen opposed by the thinnest feasl-
ble line of defence, a line B0 weak in
parts that the danger of its breakiug
niay be supposed perhaps quie as real
an it has reemied. To all appemmance
with abundant means to stem the Ger-
man tlde, a losing baitle s Lecn
fought througii an estens.ve relredl,
and the risk of an utter defeat has been
deliberately inctirred

What are we to think of a plan of
campalgn such ns thi®, of so rurprising
an outvome of a momentous counc,! of
war which we were led to belisve pre-
raged decided Improvement in the con-
duct of sliled military affairs? Must
we nol regard it as constituting either
a caxe of the most Incompetent man-
agement on the one hand, or, on the
other, since no threatened disaster has
resulted, ns an example of strategy of
such exceptional daring and splendid
execution as lto amount L genius of the
highest order?

I venture the pradiction that future
eventa will prove the lalter prasumption
to be the correct one. However fre-
quently atrained. the allied line lias not
In fact broken. The couniry abandoned
hom been chiefly n devastated wasie of
former battle ground, of no us or rveal
Imporiancs to the esnemy The guns
and munitions sacrificed have not been
sufMicient In quanuty seriously to affect
the allied resources. And, most vital
consideration of all, the losses of dier-
man man power Are estimated at all
the way from two to four Lities tho<e
of the Alliea. 1t In evident that if It
were practicable to induce and permit
the enemy to overcun an unbimited area
8! A proportionate vost there would pe-
main At the end of the struggle no er-
man natlon to reap the reward of iis
territorinl victory,

The conclusion 1 draw 8 that the
Allies have been marvellously wuccers-
ful in leading Cermuny to play their

own game. With the thinnest possible
defenc~ ns o bait, they have lyred the
Germans forward week after weel to

wholesaio alnughter. With a diepusal
of thelr reserves so genuinely Indicative
of weaknesa ns to convey to the ehemy
seouts n renlistle Impression of threit-
ened dirruption, they have encouruge!
thielr opponents to prolong the period of
slaughter to the oimost, The entire
programme of n resistunce curried to ur
perhaps even beyvond the 1ohnit of safoty
in deficient pumbers would appear to
have bLeen designed with conaumimate
skill to the end of inducing Germany
to ucenmplish upon her own infthative
the lurgest possible meusure of her own
ultimate destruction st the least poszi-
ble cost to her destroyers

And the peniug of this strategy,
the interpretation be correct, lles [y the
perfect verlgimbiitude of & deception,
In the vonvincing reality of the aliied
pretenslon.  Over & hundred miles of
battie front and through ‘weeks of fight-
ing an appearance of inuninent disaster
ham been maintnined with such Adelity
that not only the Germans but possibly
alsn the most critleal observers within
the nilied lines have been deluded Into
accepling the appearance as the fact

If future developments shall confirm
this understanding of the recent events,
the masterly conduct of the present
extraordinary campalgn of illusory de-
feat may be estimated by its dimensions
in spree and time, hy the sheer mag-
nificence of the scale on which a haz-
ard of tenuity so difficult and danger-
ous has hean ventured and won. Rurely
the leaders who originated so daring a
project of deceptive manauvre and the
executive ofMcers who put it so consls-

WHY THE REFORM JEW CANNOT AD.
MIT ZIONISM TO BE A FACT.

An American Protest Agalnst the

Palestine,

Plan of Independent Statehood fop

‘We cannot admit as a fact anything
which does not exist and to which we
are opposed in principle, even though
its advocates would lke to have the
world assept It as a fact,

The mere ressttlement of Palestine
by & largs number of Jews would not
make Zionlsm a fact unless the right
of independent atatehood were granted
to thess Jews, and this is very far
from realisation. As a Jewiah Ameri-
can I sincerely hope that it will never
be granted for ths sake of Lhe Jew
himself. To call Palestine the "home-

of anachroniam; we might far better
speak of Babylonia as our homeland,
for Abraham emigrated thence. It
certainly would be no homeland for
any real American, Engliahman,
Frenchman, Itallan, Russian or Ger-
man, even though they are of the
Jewlsh faith. I would certainly feel
far less at homs thers than in the
United Btates.

I know that not only every layman
but also every rabbl who does not ac-
cept Zionlam hag been read out of the
ranka and the pulpit, even by one who
has no religious services on the Jewish
Babbath, and Is therefore fully author-
lzed to pronounce anathema upon his
colleagues. I would not attack the
Jewishinesa of apy man In or out of
the pulpit who clalma to be a Jew and
Is trying to do Jewish work, but I am
not & Zionist, Nor would T brand as
time servers those who differ from
me and clalm that they are Zionists
because they wish to curry favor with
& few wealthy men. 1 have noticed
that more than one Zionlist is only too
happy to prociaim the conversion of
some wealthy Individual to Zlonism,
and ft has been sald (tell it not in
New York, the modern Gath) that no
poor man has been elected preaident
of a congregation sald to be instituted
without regard to wealth or station.

But a real principle—nay, many
principles—are at stake !n Zlonlsm,
and we Jewish Americans must not for
a moment allow our I(deals to be
smothered or obscured even by the
most efficlent press agent work.

We agree with the non-Jews who

nationi] fealty, A man or womean s
either American or something else,
and If a Jewish
founded in Palestine and a Jewish
nation established I would not hesitate
one moment as o whers my fealty be-
longs:
Cnited States of America. But 1 need
not (roth at the mouth over it, for
thut ought to be the natural presump-
tlon as to every Individual who |Is
born here or who has become a citizen
ol thia country.

There are some who claim to he
Reform Jews and yet are Zlonists, In
most caxes it will be founa upon in-
vestigation of the personal histor

Jews or were Russlan Jewa (or Im-
migrant Jews) who lived under such

romantic fancy of Orthodox Judaism
seemeill # wonidrous hope to them, or
they come  from  drthodox  ranks,
where the hope of the personal Mes-
siahh and the "Return’ was ingrained.
There are one or two exceptlons—
men of high ideallsm, most romantle
by nature, who welcomed this dream

made true.

Hut we wmodern Jews. with the
muodern outlook, whether it he Claude
Monteflore in England and others llke |
him there and in France, Germany
and the U'nited Btates, or others whom
we might name, see a great danger
to the Jew all over the worid In|
Zionism if it be made a fact.

To all of us Judaism = a religion,
A lving religion. whoch has at all
times proved Its elasticity and adapt-
ability to it= environment or it could
not have survived. It Is o law ac-
cepted generalls by Dblologists that
only that plant or animal which does
aanpt itseif to the changes of envirbn-
ment can or
We know that Judalsm has been in-
fhenced by its environment and, while
slelding no essential, has accommo-
duted 1iself o necessury  external
changes. We belisve thut Juduism
did not ¢nd with the Bible, but only
took on greater power as It emergedl
from the narrowness of Palestine and
spread over the world,

Moses Maimonides ia to-day cited
as a great Orthodox authority, Liut no
scholar nerd be reminded of the uppo-
sitton which he encountered .n his
day. He found it necessary to prove

Prom Jowioh Comment, Baltimers, Moy L

land" of the Jaw s the worst kind |sary

state that there cannot be a double |

state ‘werea eaver

It would be ms it is—to the|

that they are descended from Russian |

conditions that any reallzation of the |

as romething beautiful—if it could be |

does live and invrease, |

tn the mqmrlul voung mlnd.l of 1i4,

timé—not In Hebrew, which muny af
them could not read, but in Arghig,
which was the languageé of culiure g
Bpain in his day—that Judalsm wus iy
full agreement with the Aristotellan
philosophy, which was then aoceptad
as true. This was In the “Maren
Nebuchim" (Guide of the Perplexed:,
wheh we stlll study with no small
cars and delight,

It |a apart from the Issue that ne
still belleved in the Messioh and |p-
cluded that belief in his credo |y
his tUme that may have been negps

it has been admitted by a juia
Zionistlc professor and lecturer thag
Reform Judalsm Is to be credited with
the attempt to bring Judalsm In toh
with the life ¢f Its environment ani
that Orthodox Judaism Ignores ths
reat of the world absolutely. It (s .
cause of this readjustment to modern
conditions, we hold, that most of 1l
conversions in Germany, for instance,
have come from Orthodox ranks. Tha
Reform Jew who really grasps thg
spiritual values and emphasizes them
cannot be enticed away even by
worldly honors.

Mr. Monteflors hgs shown In a laia
paper that there is nothing incon-
gruous between English feally and
Jewishnesa, To um the best Jew
makes the best American If he com-
prehends his Judaiam and his Ameri-
canlam.

The danger of assimilation becaum
we happen to prefer not to wear hats
when we worship, in Western fashion,
does not seem to us very great. Ifa
boy or girl ia flled with Jewlsh
thought and ideals, he or she cannot
very cuslly, even for the sake of
marmwin; & non-Jew, accept Christlan
teachings. There |8 far groater dan-
ger to those who are simply race-
Jews, who want to believe nothing,
because Orthodoxy has proved value.
less to them, and to the Orthodox
themselves, who have placed the eru-
phasis chlefly upon external cere-
monials, as has been shown by expe-
| rlence all the world over,
| 1f Zionism did become a fact and
| if a state were cstadblished In Pales-
tine with a milllon Inhabltants—which
| might require ten or twenty years and
| many milllons of dollars—we may bn
excused possibly {f we doubt whetlier
the other twelve or thirteen million
{Jews In the world would want to
| cept dictation as to thought or Lfe
even from Zlon. Whatever devalcp
ment of culture took place there, woilld
atill he Orlental and altogether forelgn
to Jaws living In Europe or America.

The great emphasis lald upon na-
tionality Is one with which as Jews
we huve little sympathy, We have
not beén A nation for so many cen-
| turies that we have ceased to ba one
To merve slmply as an Oriental Hel
gium, to reenact the tragedies of
ancient times when Ierael was buffeted
between Egypt and Assyria, seems to
ime hardly a beautiful or inspiring
Ideal.
| To me it s criminal—when so manv
milllons of our people are almost at
EtM starvation point In Poland, Lith-
uania and other sections of the wat
| zone—tn hear of milllons being =a!
| aside for the realization of a dream
|whlrh may turn out a nightmare,
| Of course, ws are a religlon an!
something more, but that something
more Is not nationality; it i= 1the
background of religlous conscinisnes
|1|1a wonderful and inspiring wrestling
of the Jewlish soul for the blessing of
| the angel of truth. It is to be desp's
regretted that just at this junciure o
the world's history, when Judaisin ha!
| the greatest opportunity on earth to
pruu- that It stands for justice, for
|mercy and for all that gocs to male
up a spiritual world force, wa wan'»
our energles upon a smidl, selfish op-
portunism, hefoollng oursslves with
the suggestion that now l2 the time
for us tn take what wa can out of the
great scramble for territory.

It is vnethical and un-Jewish, ant
as Jewlsh Americans we resent »
attempts to include us in any sun
| base Intrigues.

We stand for the development of a
religion, of that which s tn ns the
rellgion; and out of the turmnil an!
| struggle we hope to bring home !
|our people many of the truths fo
{ which we stand, Mlilions are think!nz
| of religlous matters as thes hats
never thought before, and from thi«
Beriousness we wish to gain neot
little spot in the East, but a finer
| deeper, broader and better Interprefa-
' tlon of life and duty.

CLiFTON llmu ls\r

tent’y add successfully in offect w il
rark higsh indeed among the greatl tig-
nves of military, history And if the
| suspicion be justified that exporis of our
own were largely responsibie for the

essential features of this plan, Aroerica

well mmy be proud of hier contribution
to the strategy of the wat
Furen
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TYPEWRITER CARE.

How the Pupama Canal Machines Are
Tended.
From an order lagved By torersar Haoning
The following regulations will govern
the chare of tspeniters gwned by the

METCALK

and shift ratl ummler centre of carrlage
muet be wiped off occasionally with
Cloth thut hus Leen
At wlled eloth should e
the front scale and the plate to which
It s fastened, ng well as all metul parts
of the machine except Key tops The
{iwo end paper gulde tolls shouid be
ln.' ed occamionally, by dipping a toothe
pleli or aplint into the oll aml appiying
wparingls, vare Leing talken 1o wipe off
lull surplus oll 8o that the rubbier cover
Ings may not be Infured. and working
the oll in by turning the rollers Lok
ward and forward. Other weariug parts,
excepl the type bur beurings. should Le
petlodically olled.

Tipe should be cleaned each day )
brushing the type toward the operator
with w type brush.  Tipe must be kept
¢lean and free of lint.

used to wipe

tered, as any extra tenmlon will have
n racking effect on the machine. By
keeping all roda clean there will he no
neeil of Increased carviiage tension
When erasures are necespary the

Panama Canal and Panama Rallroad
Compans
Typonrilers musi b properiy oleaned
wnd otled by operators, and shall' be
lwpt vovered while pot in actual use.
The back rod miast be kept moist |
with oo &1 mil times  ‘Tha front rod |

satuwiated with ol |

When the carrlage tenalon haw been |
properly adjusted it should not he ul- |

2 — e |

carrluke should be slid from ons »~4

or the other, Iin order that the refuss
may not fall in the type hasket or erg
ment nnd retard the actlon of toe
| machine

Adjustments® shall not bs altered
| the carrioge taken from the machine
excepl by the typewnriter repairmar A
parts that work loose or fall off
chites muwt be preserved and
to the typewriier repalrman, Mo el
shall not be dsmantied except by 10 o0
writer repalrmen

Larelesiness n the use and onve
ty pewritera is reaponsible for a .
able amount of repaive, which e
avoided by compliance with the a
reguintions Typewriter pejpal o W
report o Lthe Liead of the office n!  dscs
whete miaclines show undue careloianioe
ol the part of stenographoers woed !
writer vperatorg, pad habltual o
will e teported to this  ofis
disiphine

fomslore

THE PRICE OF SHOES.

Why Is It Se High When Hides Sell
ut Nix Cents a Pound/

To Tie Eovron oF e s 1
THE SUN Of Muy 31 gutive thut de
ery Are prodieting 7 Wdvistces

Lpries of  shiocs Whn s gelling
money ' L s tu fatier, i
oil  produver 1 hive  reason
aroumd with theo o cusionally nd
vannot make them belleve there s
romelhing totten dn enmark whe

Lieat they can get for a DHide i
wopoand, swhible pronne
W dotlar w2

'ractically

nA '
sl it g vl »
it e et te

cvery  farrier }
vounty haas bought o third Labery b
Lond, but when we were orguniging
veunty tor the bond drive they dut
hesttnte ta yub e us thier e
were paving $10 for an ordinary pinds
rhioer wnd over a hurdrad for a wo
harness, Whlle the price of Hidea had
etayed At or below the pre-wnr priess

" Enwanng

l Trema, OWla, May 6.
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